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Learning with Others Study 

Informed Consent for Students Over 18 

Purpose 
We are asking you to be part of a research study being conducted by a nonprofit organization called 

American Institutes for Research (AIR). The study has three main goals: 

1. to understand the kinds of opportunities students have to work together during school; 

2. to better understand how opportunities to work together might influence how students experience 

their classes, and how they do in school; and  

3. to better understand how students from varying racial/ethnic backgrounds might experience and 

benefit from working together differently. 

What We Are Asking You to Do 
We are asking you to complete an online survey and possibly participate in a 45-minute discussion 

group during the school day. The survey will take no longer than 30 minutes to complete. The questions 

on the survey and in the discussion group are about your school, classes, and how you see yourself as a 

learner. There are no right or wrong answers; we just want your honest opinion. In addition to taking the 

survey and possibly being invited to participate in a student discussion group, we would like your 

permission to access your student records. This includes basic demographic information; grade point 

average, achievement test scores, or other measures of academic performance; school attendance; and 

eligibility for school programs, such as English language learner programs, free or reduced price meals, 

or services for students with disabilities.  

Privacy 
This survey and discussion group is confidential. We will keep all of your answers private. The 

information you share will not be shared with anyone outside the study team. Our study reports will 

summarize findings across students and will never use your name. Any student records we obtain will be 

stored using high data security standards.  

Freedom to Withdraw 
Participation in this study is voluntary. You do not have to participate in this study if you do not want to. 

If you decide not to participate, your teachers will give you another activity you can do. If you do decide 

to participate, you can skip any question that makes you feel uncomfortable, but we hope you will 

answer as many questions as you can.  

Risks  
There are no known risks greater than what is experienced in everyday life. You do not have to answer 

any question that makes you feel uncomfortable.  
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Benefits 
Your participation in taking this study will help us learn more about how opportunities to work together 

might influence how students experience school, how they do in school, and how students from varying 

racial and ethnic backgrounds might experience and benefit from collaboration differently.  

More Information 
If you would like more information about this study, you may contact Glenance Green of AIR at (312) 

288-7621 or at ggreen@air.org. For questions regarding your rights as a participant in this research, 

please contact the Institutional Review Board (IRB) at IRBChair@air.org or toll free at 1-800-634-0797. 

If you have read the above information, asked any questions you may have and received answers, please 

indicate whether or not you would like to be included in the Learning with Others study and be sure to 

sign below. 

_____ Yes 

Yes, I would like to be included in the study. I understand that my participation in the study 

will include:  

 Responding to a survey one time in spring 2017.   

 If selected, I may be invited to participate in a discussion group where questions will 

explore my school, classes, and how I work with others in school. 

 Permission for my school to release my student records to the study team, as 

described on the previous page. The records include basic demographic information; 

grade point average or other measure of academic performance; school attendance; 

and eligibility for school programs, such as English language learner programs, free 

or reduced price meals, or services for students with disabilities. 

_____  No No, I do not want to be included in the study. 

Name ________________________________________________ 
 First  Middle  Last 

 Please print name here 

Student Date of Birth  _____________________________________ 

 (MM/DD/YYYY) 

Student ID Number _____________________________________ (if known) 

Signature _____________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 

School Name ______________________________________________ 
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Consent for Audio Recording (discussion group only) 
AIR researchers may record the student discussion group for note-taking purposes. If you allow AIR to 

record the discussion group, please sign below. No one outside of the research team will hear the 

recording, and the recording will be deleted when the study is concluded.  

_____ Yes, I allow myself to be audio-recorded if invited to participate in the discussion group. 

_____ No, I do not allow myself to be audio-recorded in the discussion group. 

Signature:  _____________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 

 


